John Demeritte

John Demeritte was born on October 25, 1938, in Coconut Grove, Florida, into a
family rooted in strong Bahamian heritage and deep community ties. He was the
youngest of eight children born to Reginald Arnold Demeritte, a minister, and Daisy
Maybelle Cleare. Growing up in Coconut Grove, John was surrounded by a close-knit
family that included his sisters Eloyce, Verna Mae, and Ella Q., and his brothers Eli,
Thomas, and Edwin. His upbringing was shaped by faith, hard work, and a strong
sense of responsibility to others.

John attended Carver High School, where he formed friendships that he would cherish
throughout his life. Known for his loyalty and generosity, he maintained close bonds
with classmates and friends, always valuing connection and community.

He married Annie Vera, and together they raised four daughters—Melody, Barbara,
Tonia, and Vanessa—who became a central part of his life and legacy. Later, John
married Elenor Johnson, with whom he continues to share his life. He also embraced
her family, including her sons Anthony and Craig, and her granddaughter Janaye.

John built a career marked by dedication and reliability. He worked as a building
manager at several locations, including the Calument Building, Mercy Hospital, and
Barfield. Later, he continued his hands-on work as a gardener and handyman for
Thomas Harris. No matter the role, John was known for his strong work ethic and
willingness to help wherever needed.

Throughout his life, John remained deeply committed to his community. He was
always ready to lend a helping hand—whether donating to local causes, providing
food for neighbors during the holidays, or showing up for events that celebrated his
heritage. The Demeritte family itself played an important role in the development of
Coconut Grove, contributing to the building of homes and churches that helped shape
the neighborhood.

Dependable and kind, John could always be counted on by friends and neighbors
alike. His life reflects a legacy of service, family, and pride in his roots. To this day, he
remains proud to call Coconut Grove home.



