Dorothy M. Wallace

Dorothy M. Wallace’s life is a testament to faith, education, courage, and quiet
leadership. From a rural Missouri farm to the forefront of educational reform, public
service, and community advocacy in Miami-Dade County, her story continues to
inspire generations who stand on the foundation she helped build. As one of the “first”
in many arenas, she helped integrate clubs, organizations, professional associations,
and institutions—quietly but steadfastly paving the way for the women and minorities
who followed.

Now in her mid-90s, Dorothy remains remarkably active. Though retired from formal
employment, she continues to serve her church, cherish her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, and at 96 years young remain an active and cherished member of her
beloved Beta Tau Zeta Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.

After graduating as valedictorian of Wheatly High School in Poplar Bluft, MO,
Dorothy's dream of attending college became possible in 1947 when she received the

Curator Scholarship, which enabled her to attend Lincoln University in Jefferson City,
MO.

As part of her lifelong commitment to faith and sisterhood, Dorothy became a
member of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. in 1950, initiating into Mu Gamma Zeta
Chapter. She later affiliated with Beta Tau Zeta Chapter (Miami), where she
proudly celebrates more than 75 years of sorority service. She joined Macedonia
Missionary Baptist Church in 1951, where she has faithfully served in leadership
roles and where the church has remained a central spiritual home throughout her life
of service.

After relocating to Miami, Dorothy continued overcoming barriers. She stands as one
of those rare women whose life mirrors the broader story of African American
perseverance, excellence, and service across generations. In 1961, she enrolled in

the University of Miami School of Education, becoming one of the first two
African Americans to earn a Master’s Degree from the institution in 1963. She
retired from the Miami-Dade County Public School System in 1996, concluding an
extraordinary 43-year career in education.

Dorothy Wallace is best known for her pioneering and compassionate work with teen
parents. In 1972, she was selected to lead Continuing Opportunities for Purposeful
Education (COPE) Center South, an alternative education program and longtime
partner of the Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. Stork’s Nest Program.

Under her visionary leadership, COPE became a transformative model—allowing teen
mothers and their partners to continue their high school education while gaining
essential life skills. The program emphasized parenting education, prenatal and



postnatal care, infant development, and responsible family planning, empowering
young families to become productive contributors to society.

In 1997, in recognition of her profound impact, COPE Center South was renamed
the Dorothy M. Wallace COPE Center South, a lasting tribute to her legacy. Her
honors include Educator of the Year (1987), Principal of the Year Nominee,
Region V (1994), and the Unsung Heroine Award (1996).

Dorothy’s service extended well beyond the classroom. Prior to her retirement, she
served on the Board of Directors of the University of Miami Alumni of Allied
Health & Education (1982-1992), the Children’s Trust Board, and as President of
Healthy Start (Miami-Dade County). She was the Founder and Board Member of
the Florida Alliance of Adolescent and Responsible Parenting (1975-1985) and a
member of the National Alliance for Teenage Parenting, Inc. (1975-1987). She was
appointed by Governor Jeb Bush to the Florida Partnership for School Readiness
(1999-2004) and also served on the Early Childhood Initiative (1999-2000) and

the South Florida Perinatal Network (1981-1988).



