Bennie Cooper-Chapman Blography

Bennie Cooper-Chapman was born in Miami, Florida, to the
late Ben and Blanch Cooper. She was raised in a small
community on the outskirts of Coral Gables known as the
Golden Gates.

She received her early education at George Washington Carver,
attending from elementary through senior high school, and
graduated in June 1962. She later earned an Associate of Arts
degree in Secretarial Science from Miami-Dade Junior College,
as well as an Associate of Arts degree in Elementary Education
from Florida Memorial College.

In 1967, Bennie Cooper-Chapman became one of the first
African Americans to integrate Jordan Marsh Department
Store, Florida Division-Miami, where she worked as a secretary for six years. In 1974, she began
her career with the Miami-Dade County Public School System as a Teacher Assistant at Booker
T. Washington Middle School.

In 1987, she transferred to Lindsey Hopkins Technical Education Center, where she worked in
Financial Aid before becoming the Administrative Assistant to the Vice Principal in the Student
Services Department. In this role, she provided administrative support across multiple areas,
including Testing, Payroll, GED programs, Registration, Guidance, and coordination with oft-
campus instructors, assisting each department as needed. She retired from the Miami-Dade County
Public School System in July 2010 after many years of dedicated service.

Bennie Cooper-Chapman has been married to John Chapman for sixty-four (64) years. Together,
they have two daughters, Harvett Chapman and Countess Chapman-Balogun, and one son, Mark
Keith Chapman. Their son, Mark, preceded them in death in 2007. She has four (4) grandchildren
and three (3) great-grandchildren.

She is a faithful member of Greater St. Paul A.M.E. Church, where she served on the Steward
Board, participated in the Allen Gospel Choir, and was Chairperson of the Regina Ann Jennings’
Scholarship Committee. She also served as the Chairperson of the Coconut Grove Community
Advisory Committee for Miami-Dade Community Action Agency. She is currently a member of
the Coconut Grove Home Owners and Tenant Association (HOTA).



